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If I weren’t on a yacht, I’d 

probably be still working on board 

gas tankers as I did before I started 

working in the yachting industry.

I got started in yachting 
by the encouragement and 

persuasion of my very good friend 

Marvin, who kept telling me how 

exciting it is to be working on 

board luxury yachts.

The most challenging part  
of my job is that that the majority 

of engineers are males. Coming 

into this industry as a woman, I 

have consistently had to prove 

that my skills and performance 

are on par with or exceed that of 

male engineers. Being in remote 

locations and enduring technical 

difficulties with limited access to 

spare parts is very challenging. 

This meant that I have to quickly 

ascertain the best solution to 

maintain the safety and comfort 

of owner, guest, and crew. 

The worst mechanical failure 
that I have experienced 

during my career was on a passage 

from France to Egypt when 

we lost propulsion due to a low 

lube oil pressure. I was a fourth 

engineer at the time and I was 

also [on] watch when I received a 

main engine “slow down” alarm 

in my cabin. By the time I got 

to the engine room, the main 

engines shut down for safety. 

When I quickly changed over to 

the standby lube oil filters, which 

were supposed to be cleaned, they 

too were clogged. We did what we 

had to do to maintain safety and 

luckily, we were at deep sea and 

the situation was easily controlled. 

The biggest issue that yacht 
engineers face today is a lack 

of appreciation of what it takes to 

keep the boat up to date and fully 

operational whilst complying with 

all the rules and regulations, which 

change frequently. It takes very 

hard work and dedication to be 

on top of our games, maintaining 

safety and comfort, and operating 

within these guidelines.

My advice for anyone who is 
looking to get their foot in 

is to have a positive mindset and 

approach towards the industry. 

Aspire to be great, to stand out, to 

be the original version of yourself, 

and also be passionate.

One thing that I have learned 
through yachting that I never knew 

before is that I am stronger than I 

think I am. It is not always easy to 

remain focused and positive, but I’ve 

learned to master that over the years. 

The best part about my job 
is meeting some of the most 

wonderful humans and being a 

part of their story. 

NAME: Tashawna Tasha-Gaye Allen

POSITION: Chief Engineer

VESSEL: M/Y Aspen Alternative 

YEARS IN CURRENT POSITION:  

1 month

YEARS IN INDUSTRY: 4   

PREVIOUS VESSELS:  

M/Y Checkmate, M/Y Skyler, 

 M/Y Ocean Victory

NATIONALITY: Jamaican

Julia Zaltzman is the marketing executive at Bond TM, a leading technical management 
company for superyachts and large estates. info@bondtm.com; www.bondtm.com

LEADING-EDGE DESIGN 
By Julia Zaltzman  

Unless you’ve been 
living under a rock in 

recent years, you may 

have noticed that TV 

screens are becoming 

bigger. Considerably 

bigger in fact, growing 

a whole 10 inches in 

size in the past decade 

alone, reports Forbes. The reason 

for this growth is not purely driven 

by our love of technology and 

gadgets (although the rise of the 

smartphone and the tablet would 

argue otherwise) but can instead be 

attributed to multiple elements.

Firstly, the living room TV has 

acquired even more status as a 

communal focal point. Secondly, 

thanks to the likes of Netflix and 

Amazon, television content is 

becoming more cinematic. When 

paired with the third element — 

the development of a whole range 

of new visual technologies from 

Ultra HD to high dynamic range — 

viewers desire bigger screens that 

do the content justice.

On board a yacht, a dedicated 

cinema room is not a new 

invention. The 106-meter Lürssen-

built Amadea boasts a cinema that 

has been designed as a lounge, 

along with seating that interacts 

and moves in time with the film. 

And for many, starlit movie nights 

out on deck with a projector and 

retractable screen is what quality 

family time is all about. 

But what happens when we 

venture one step further into 

the experiential potential of the 

television screen? When does a 

TV stop being a TV? Unparalleled 

in its home cinema visuals, from 

films to gaming to art installations, 

The Wall Luxury by Samsung, 

which was unveiled on the Bond 

TM stand at the Monaco Yacht 

Show in September, changes our 

understanding of screens to date.

The technology behind a micro 

LED screen like this is exciting. 

Combining an exceptionally 

black base with specialized Black 

Seal Technology, it delivers a 

picture quality like nothing else 

out there. The addition of Ultra 

Chroma Technology brings detail 

to life through vibrant color and 

a depth of picture unrivalled by 

conventional LED screens. 

But to use something like The 

Wall simply as an impressive 

television would be missing the 

point entirely. Yes, it offers a hyper-

real digital surface that makes the 

action scenes in Game of Thrones 

undeniably awe-inspiring. But 

thanks to a 39mm thick modular 

design — meaning it fits seamlessly 

into any bespoke space no matter 

the shape or size — it begs to be 

used for something more daring. 

Imagine a dining room that is 

lined wall-to-wall with screens 

transporting you into the heart of 

a rainforest, or a desert, or a 15th 

century wine cellar. Or how about 

jumping into a pair of simulators 

and racing your friend around the 

Monaco F1 track.

The opportunities today for 

a discreet, bespoke screen that 

gives any yacht an inspiring edge 

are shaping our perception of 

technology-based design and 

opening the door to a world  

of possibility.  

CHIEF ENGINEER 
TASHAWNA TASHA- 
GAYE ALLEN 
By Laura Dunn

ASHA

World-Class Service. Carolina Flare.

   JARRETTBAY.COM/SERVICE

Not everyone may own a Jarrett Bay,  
but all are welcome for a stay.
A company forged from a hands-on passion for boat 
building has risen to an elite level of craftsmanship and 
service. Founded  in 1986 to build a rock-solid charter 
sportfishing boat, today the Jarrett Bay yard has grown to 
a vast complex capable of servicing vessels up to 300 tons. 
Motoryacht, sportfish or workboat, from routine service to 
sophisticated refits, we have the equipment and expertise 
to complete your project to world-class standards.

Your project deserves the level of mastery that put  
Jarrett Bay on the map. Visit our yard on North Carolina’s  
Crystal Coast to have your expectations exceeded.
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